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 By Mona Bawgus 
 
 
 Hello Master Gardeners:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wish me luck as this Saturday at 6:15 AM I will be 
a guest on The Ron Wilson show on radio station 
WOND (1400 AM) talking about the recent 
flooding of gardens from Hurricane Sandy.  
Everyday we are getting emails and calls about 
what can be done to get the garden ready for 
spring after the flooding.  Several fact sheets in 
the office on the subject matter. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Things are starting to get busy with spring right 
around the corner.  The new class is very 
enthusiastic and is looking forward to getting 
involved with our various projects.  If you are the 
chair of a project, it is important that you come to 
the April 30 Master Gardener class to explain in 
detail what your project is about and how they 
can help. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember that the helpline will be adding 
afternoon hours starting in April from 12-3.  There 
are many spots available so if you have not been 
able to get your hours in now is the time to sign 
up.  These extended hours will run through the 
month of June. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
Feb 
 8 MGA Meeting 12:30  

11 Office Closed 
14-17 NJ Flower Show 
18 Office Closed 
19 MG Class Weed Identification Class 
20 MG Day Committee Mtg. 10 am 
22 Helpline Roundtable 10 Am 
22 MGA Plant Sale Meeting  
26 MG Backyard Habitat Class 

Mar 2-10 Philadelphia Flower Show 
 5 MG Plant Propagation Class 
 5 MG Scholarship Comm. Mtg. 2pm 
 12 MG Pesticides Class 

19 Natives/Invasives Class 
23 Rutgers Home Gardeners School 
26 MG Eco-Complex Tour/Class 
29 Office Closed 

April  
 2 MG Landscape Design Class 
 9 MG Class Arboriculture 
 9  Southern Regional Helpline Training 
  9:30 – 3pm 
 16 MG Earthwise Lawncare Class 
 21 Earthday @Acua 10-4 
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The Atlantic County Master Gardener Association Calendar 
By Grace Wagner [06] 
 
Happy New Year master gardeners!  If you don’t have a calendar to follow for the New Year, you 
need to scamper like bunnies to your nearest Atlantic County library, historical society or our RCE 
office to pick one up.  Our 16 month calendar is a gorgeous, FREE product developed by talented 
master gardeners.  My huge thanks to them for the many hours of research, writing, proof reading, 
photographing, and distributing.  Hats off to my sidekicks:  Nancy Jansen for her talented graphic art 
work, Mary McDermott for her amazing organization and time management skills, and John Drexel for 
his patience with our never ending editing, and constant phone messages to get the printing job done.  
And, done it is!!    
 
The main purpose for creating this calendar was to promote 
the Master Gardener program to the residents of Atlantic 
County, and to better acquaint the residents with the valuable 
assistance of our Helpline. Throughout the calendar we 
inserted in each month how to reach the helpline office along 
with many other valuable tips for gardening.  The calendar 
also highlights some of our ongoing gardening projects which 
serve Atlantic County.  Let’s hope the phone lines start ringing 
when we gear up in February, and more folks will venture into 
the office for help and/or advice. 
 
When we made the decision to blend the history of Atlantic County with the flora and fauna of sixteen 
locales, the concept of the calendar came together.  That decision to highlight the history of sixteen 
locales came about through the funding from the Atlantic County Office of Cultural and Heritage 
Affairs.  Their partial funding encouraged us to start the process which took us approximately one 
year from start to finish.  
 
We printed 2,000 calendars, and at this writing most have been distributed.  We will be tracking the 
results of this distribution as to whether we have done our job bringing Atlantic County residents into 
the office, calling the helpline, or making future contact to take our presentations and projects to our 
gardening community. 
 
 

MGA Speaker for March & April 
 
For March, our presenter will be on photographing our gardens. Richard Galosy is an award-
winning professional photographer who also teaches photography. He’ll give us a mini-tutorial on 
photographing flora and fauna in our gardens, using the advantages and limitations of the standard 
point-and-shoot digital cameras. Richard will explain and demonstrate some basic and easy-to-
remember principles of photography to help improve results. The goal is to encourage members to 
photograph their gardens and wildlife as an extension of their gardening experience – and to be 
happy with the photos they produce.  
 
For April, The Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ (http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/) will be 
giving a presentation on “Bats of New Jersey.”   
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USFS Top Ten Invasive Plants 
-- Mary McDermott [‘05] 
 
Invasive plants are species that aggressively compete with and displace native plant communities. 
Here are the US Forest Service’s top ten invasive plants for the Northeastern US. Keep an eye out for 
them in your yards and gardens. For photos and more details, see 
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/invasive_plants/top_ten_invasives/index.shtm  
 
Ranked in order of priority:  Lonicera maackii – 

Amur Honeysuckle 
Chuck Bargeron  
University of Georgia 

1. Acer platanoides – Norway Maple 
2. Ailanthus altissima – Tree of Heaven 
3. Alliaria petiolata – Garlic Mustard 
4. Thunbergii – Japanese Barberry 
5. Celastrus orbiculatus – Oriental Bittersweet 
6. Polygonum cuspidatum – Japanese Knotweed 
7. Lonicera japonica – Japanese Honeysuckle Acer platanoides- 

Norway Maple 
Paul Wray 
Iowa State University 

8. Lonicera maackii – Amur Honeysuckle 
9. Microstegium vimineum – Japanese Stiltgrass 
10. Pueria montana – Kudzu 
 
 
 

 
The Worst Hard Time by Timothy Egan.    
The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great American Dust 
Bowl Houghton Mifflin.  
ISBN-13:  9780618773473 
By:  Pat Kennedy [08] 
 
 

The Worst Hard Time was the most recent book read by our Master Gardener book club.  Timothy 
Egan describes the causes and effects of the Dust Bowl storms of the 1930’s which hit the plains of 
Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, and New Mexico with 50+ mile-an-hour winds in dust storms 
thousands of feet high, charged with static electricity.  Egan focuses on some of the hardy settlers 
who held on, telling the story through the voices of those who stayed and survived.   
 
The great herds of bison had been wiped out to make way for cattle, and subsequently the 
government offered incentives to settlers to plow up the natural grasses to plant wheat – and cash in 
on high grain prices.  But drought, high temperatures, and wind erosion (along with man’s ignorance) 
turned the farmers’ crops into barren wasteland.  Tons of wind-driven soil were scattered over the 
area creating 50 foot dunes, suffocation, and dust pneumonia - killing humans as well as animals. 
 
On Black Sunday, April, 1935, “the mother of all dusters” swooped out of the north and whipped 
across the country “like a tornado turned on its side” from the dust bowl to Washington, DC and the 
east coast.  President Franklin Roosevelt, who originally saw this phenomenon as a natural disaster, 
was fortunate to be advised by Hugh Bennett, a soil scientist focused on soil conservation.  Bennett 
worked to disprove the Federal Bureau of Soils statement that soil is indestructible, immutable, and 
inexhaustible.  Roosevelt later established the Soil Conservation Act, but the High Plains have never 
fully recovered. 
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Conserving Diamondback Terrapins Locally 
By Roz Herlands[09] 

 
Friends who grew up in coastal South Jersey in the 50s, 60s 
and early 70s remember large numbers of female diamondback 
terrapins (aka salt marsh turtles) swarming the roads and 

causeways in June and July.  Today, the number of terrapins on local roads has decreased markedly.  
What caused this decrease?  It is probably due in large part to the surge in tourism here with its 
inherent increase in traffic and coastal development.  Hundreds of terrapins are killed by motor 
vehicles and development destroys their habitat.  Drowning in crab traps and fatal encounters with 
boat propeller blades also contribute to their declining numbers. 
 
For the past 20 years, I have worked with other researchers at the Wetlands Institute in Stone Harbor 
and at Stockton College on several projects to conserve our local terrapin populations.  What follows 
is a description of one of those projects. 
 
Their preferred nesting site is sand dunes, but there are few, if any, dunes near the salt marshes 
these days, so the females instead use the embankments along each side of coastal roads and 
causeways, or whatever terrain they find.  They often cross the roads in their search for suitable 
nesting sites, and can do so any time of day or night.  Terrapin hatchlings can emerge from the nest 
two to three months after they were laid; some hatchlings overwinter in the nest and emerge the 
following spring.  The hatchlings are small (the size of a quarter), and soft shelled and are thus 
vulnerable prey for a number of predators (e.g. seagulls, raccoons, opossums, foxes, crabs). If a 
hatchling successfully reaches the salt marsh, it survives in small tidal creeks until it reaches sexual 
maturity, about 8 years for females and 5 years for males.  Terrapins are active during the warm 
months of the year, but hibernate in the muddy bottom of salt marshes from November through 
March. 
 
We keep track of the number and location of road-killed terrapins in Cape May County and on the 
Margate causeway.  To do this, we patrol the roads 5 times a day during the nesting season; we 
“help” live terrapins safely cross the road and take injured or killed ones back to the Wetlands 
Institute.  If the dead ones still have intact eggs, we recover the eggs and incubate them in artificial 
nests for 7-8 weeks at a temperature that will produce all female hatchlings, to partially replace the 
females lost on the roads.  The sex of terrapins, like many other reptiles, is determined by- nest 
temperature, a phenomenon called temperature-dependent sex determination.  Once the hatchlings 
emerge, they spend the next 9-10 months in the “terrapin farm” at Stockton where they are kept 
warm, so they stay active and eat and never hibernate.  By the following June, these hatchlings are 2-
3 inches long and have hard shells.  We refer to them as now predator-proof.  What occurs at the 
terrapin farm is called head-starting.  By June, these hatchlings are ready to return to the salt marsh.   
 
Release days are good for everyone: the hatchlings get excited when they get near the marsh and 
people feel good returning these cute little turtles back to their natural habitat.  You have probably 
seen turtle crossing signs along the roads during the nesting season warning drivers to watch out for 
terrapins and barrier fencing along many of the causeways to keep the terrapins off the roads.  These 
are just two examples of how the local communities have rallied behind our terrapin conservation 
efforts. 
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Bok Gardens 
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By Dorrine Esposito [10] 
 
When you need a dose of nature while visiting 
central Florida, Bok Tower Gardens is the 
place to go. The garden is located on the 
highest point in Florida in the scenic town of 
Lake Wales, just 45 minutes from Orlando.  A 
national historical landmark the gardens are 
open every day from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Admission is $12 for adults and $3 for 
children. The botanical gardens and bird 
sanctuary are located on 250 tranquil acres. A 
delightful day begins before you enter the 

gardens, with a scenic drive through Lake Wales and orange groves.  If you are lucky enough to visit 
during March or April roll down your windows and enjoy the intoxicating aroma of the orange 
blossoms. Another good reason to visit in March is the 10,000 flowering azaleas.  But, let me warn 
you the site of all those azaleas will get you hankering for spring in New Jersey.  
 
As you enter the garden there are impressive displays of Tillandsia and bromeliads. Most of the 
plants in the Bok Gardens are native to Florida including palms, ferns and oaks.  There are also 
hundreds of fruiting shrubs, such as blueberries, gallberries and hollies which attract a large 
assortment of birds.  The wildlife pond is a delightful spot where you can view native birds, wildlife 
and plants. Situated in the pond is a neo- Gothic tower containing 60 bells whose music can be heard 
though out the gardens during a daily concert. Pine Ridge Preserve, a short walk from the pond, is 
home  to a native Florida Scrub eco-community containing a number of endangered species some of 
which exist no place else in the world. As a member of the Center for Plant Conversation, Bok Tower 
Gardens is part of an effort to preserve these plants.  Located adjacent to the gardens, Pinewood 
Estate is a 1930’s Mediterranean - style mansion. The estate is well worth the additional cost of $6 for 
adults and $5 for children. Bok Tower Gardens is a fest for the senses that will provide you with a day 
of serenity and beauty. For more information on Bok Garden visit http://boktowergardens.org/ 
 
Picture above courtesy of today.ucf.edu 
Picture below courtesy of attractions.uptake.com 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Picture courtesy of gardenersreach.com 

 
 



If you don't ask, the answer is always no. 
By John Drexel [09] 

 
Do you spend too much time surfing the internet and reading too many blogs? Fortunately, I do too. 
There are three garden blogs I look forward to and always read: hayefield.com, groundeddesign.com 
and gardeninggonewild.com. 
 
Hayefield is penned by Nancy Ondra. Nan is a Bucks County, PA gardener and self-professed plant 
geek. She has many published articles and books to her credit, is an accomplished photographer and 
generous source of information. Her plant combinations are totally original as are her pets. She has 
two alpacas.  I heartily recommend her blog and books. If you want to know what works and how to 
make it work this is the place to start. 
 
Grounded Design is written by Thomas Rainer who tends his own garden in Washington, DC. 
Thomas has impeccable taste and is a true renaissance man. He is a landscape architect by 
profession and keen observer of culture and trends. He has a unique perspective on garden design, 
gardening and gardeners. Thomas is an eloquent writer. His thoughts are clear and his words seem 
to flow effortlessly.  
 
Gardening Gone Wild is actually four different blogs at one address. There are four contributors with 
different areas of expertise: Debra Lee Baldwin, lives near San Diego, CA,  Fran Sorin, is based near 
Philadelphia, PA, Saxon Holt, resides near San Francisco, CA and until recently Noel Kingsbury 
hailing from Wales, United Kingdom. 
 
One of the contributors, Debra Lee Baldwin, is an award-winning photojournalist, author and expert 
on succulents. Debra recently wrote a blog about her ghost plants (Graptopetalum paraguayense), a 
tender succulent. More specifically, about a shoebox filled with ghost plant cuttings that she was 
willing to give to a 'local.' Her ghost plant images were alluring and, let's face it, the plant name is 
intriguing. 
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ortunity.  

I strongly desired her ghost plant cuttings and 
volunteered to give her 'shoebox' a good home 
despite the fact that Galloway, NJ is not exactly 
'local' to San Diego, CA. Debra and I exchanged a 
few e-mails and our home addresses. Along the way 
Debra also asked if I had any interest in a few 
additional succulent cuttings and even some agaves. 
How rude it would have been not to accept such a 
generous suggestion—and opp
 
I arrived home from work on the expected delivery 
day to find a UPS truck in our seven-home cul-de-

sac. The driver made two stops; strange I thought, two out of seven, what are the odds? Then I 
wondered if today would be a trifecta? Could this be my 'shoebox'? The truck rolled to one last stop. I 
walked to the edge of the driveway to greet the driver. He had a shoebox. He reached across from his 
seat through the truck to the curbside door to hand off the shoebox. He fumbled—the box dropped! 
He apologized profusely and asked if I wanted him to return my "shoes" since they could be 
damaged? (3,000 miles and they crashed in front of me!) I gulped—and explained they were not 
shoes, they were plants from a friend near San Diego. I told the driver that I thought they would be ok.  
 

Continued on next page 



 
 
They were. Potted-up they totaled 15 small terra-
cotta containers. Ghost plants, Sedums, Agave 
americana and other delightful succulent 
specimens I never imagined. 
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Debra Lee Baldwin (www.debraleebaldwin.com) 
has written a number of excellent books about 
growing succulents. She has a new book available 
in May 2013 Succulents Simplified: Growing, 
Designing and Crafting with 100 Easy-Care 
Varieties. You will enjoy Debra's writing style, learn 
a lot about growing succulents and planting 
beautiful succulent containers. I highly recommend 
any of her books and especially her latest book. 
 
Gardeners are friendly, generous and kind. Remember...if you don't ask, the answer is always no. 
 
 

 
Garden Tales Classics 
From February 2007 
 
Garden Journal: A Simple Approach  
Mary McDermott [‘05] 
 
In the December 2006 “Gardener News,” David Daehnke writes about keeping a garden 
journal. “It may seem sensible… but often the practice gets lost in busy spring days…” 

Daehnke says you should choose a format that you are most comfortable with, whether it’s a 
computer for writing logs or making charts, a hand-held device for photographing and noting what you 
see, a beautiful bound book, or a simple but tough notebook that can handle muddy hands. 
Daehnke’s journal is a simple three-ring binder that he can take right into the garden.  
 
Here are his tips for an effective garden journal using the basic binder approach:  
• Divide the notebook by month, using the pages from a calendar as the dividers. Include ruled 

paper, graph paper, and a few transparent envelopes in each month. 
• On the calendar, capture brief notations of planting / transplanting dates. 
• At the end of each month, Daehnke clips out the month’s weather chart from the newspaper. That 

helps to track high and low temperatures, frost dates, and precipitation. 
• Note plant growth, blooming times, insect and pest appearance, and more to help to spot trends.  
• Note when (and from whom) you order seeds and plants, and their proposed locations.  
• Not the timing / planning of seeding and transplanting for increased vegetable production – and 

note the yield from each harvest. 
• For Integrated Pest Management (IPM), note when you first see certain insects, which plants are 

affected, what control is used and when, and if the control works. 
• Your journal is a handy place to keep soil test results, garden layout ideas, photos, empty seed 

packets, and ideas for changes to be made in future seasons.  
 
 



  Happy Birthday Master Gardeners!! 
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Congratulations 
Newly Certified Master Gardeners!! 

 
Mary Alice Hecht 

Lynn Kell 
Bertha Martinez

Extended MG Helpline Hours 

April – June 9 am – 3 pm 
**Other months will remain the same 9 am – Noon** 

March 
1     John Collette 
13   Anita Wagner 
16   Bev Albertson 
20   Mary Breckley 
30   Paula Demarest 

 

April 
2    Mary-Lou Monihan 
30  Carol Dupras 

February 
6    Mona Bawgus* 
10  Grace Wagner* 
21  Bob Varrelmann 
30  Paula Demarest 

 * Happy Belated 


